The Ends of the Global Liberal Order: Toward a ‘Global Civil War’?
A paper proposed for the 2009 Annual Millennium Conference
Abstract: Is the global liberal order approaching its end, and what meaning ought we to assign to this ‘end’? Should we regard what comes ‘after liberalism’ to be the completion of liberal world ordering? Or should we understand ‘after liberalism’ to refer to the surpassing of liberal political thought and practice altogether? Or, does ‘after liberalism’ entail the order’s greatest intensification? In order to reflect on these questions and, more specifically, to develop a framework for understanding the  evolution of the contemporary global liberal order, this paper examines historical and more recent theorisations of the notion of ‘global civil war’. Beginning with Carl Schmitt’s later international thought, in which the term finds an initial consideration as pertaining to a globalising liberalism, the paper then examines more recent uses of ‘global civil war’, undeniably a contentious  and at times sensationalist term, in the thought of Giorgio Agamben, Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri, and Jean-Luc Nancy. Taken together, the current as well as historical treatments of ‘global civil war’ help articulate an ensemble of elements, inter alia temporal and spatial interiority, normalisation of the exception, denigration of the distinction between war and peace, which can be understood as core characteristics and processes of the evolving global liberal order. The paper uses these elements in order to fashion an analytical framework in which the global liberal order can be situated and, lastly, critically evaluates the framework’s critical and normative potential in recasting the possibility of resistance to this order.  (250 words)
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